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SPRING INTO FESTIVAL SEASON
GULF SHORES AND ORANGE BEACH, ALABAMA
Gulf Shores ushers in spring with a string of festivals. March 14 and 15 marks the  
forty-first Festival of Art at Orange Beach, a free juried art show that includes a 
hands-on kids area with sand art and jewelry. From March 19 to 22, the Wharf Boat 

and Yacht Show features watercraft along 
with amphibian vehicles and aircraft; also on 
the docket: a set from country-pop favorite 
Florida Georgia Line. May 15 to 17, hipsters 
and flower children flock to the beach for 
Alabama’s answer to Coachella: The Hangout 
Music Festival. This year’s lineup includes the 
Foo Fighters, Jenny Lewis, My Morning Jacket, 
and Beck. gulfshores.com

From paddling down the French Broad and zipping through the Smokies to foraging Ashville's forests and pedaling 
through Greenville with the pros, these getaways are sure to satisfy your sense of adventure this spring.

Keep Calm and Paddle On
BREVARD, NORTH CAROLINA
One of the few north-flowing rivers and thought to be the third oldest river in the  
world, the French Broad begins in Transylvania County. From mid-river in your canoe,  
you can witness the birth of a new season, as wildflowers bloom along the fertile  
banks. From April to June, Headwaters Outfitters offers three-hour guided paddling 
excursions (dubbed Signs of Spring) down eight miles of the river. Glimpse Appala- 
chia’s unique flora—including bluets (April), crested dwarf iris (May), and jewelweed 
(June)—and fauna, especially birds, like warblers, vireos, and great blue heron.  
headwatersoutfitters.com, visitwaterfalls.com
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Headwaters Outfitters canoe trip, 
French Broad River,  

Brevard, North Carolina

 GEORGIA’S NEWEST HISTORIC SITE 

HARDMAN FARM
SAUTEE NACOOCHEE, GEORGIA

After a painstaking restoration, 
Hardman Farm State Historic  
Site opened to the public this 
past October. Last owned by 
former Georgia Governor Dr.  
Lamartine Hardman, the Hard-
man family donated the property 
to the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources in 1999. Today, 
guests can tour the site’s 1870 
Italianate main house, and see 
the gazebo-topped Nacoochee 
Indian mound—a well-known 
sight to North Georgia travelers 
heading to or from Helen on 
Highway 75. gastateparks.com
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